
The Federation for Ulster Local 
Studies and the Federation for 
Local History Societies have 
been working together to iden-
tify areas of mutual interest in 
the development of local his-
tory studies. 

 

One of our projects encour-
ages local historical, archaeo-
logical and folklore societies 
to identify interesting but 
lesser known places and peo-
ple, places that don’t make it 
on the tourist  circuit but 
which have some local histori-
cal interest or significance. 
Also, there will be local knowl-
edge of men and women who 
have made a significant con-
tribution locally or more 
widely, or who were well 
known local characters but 
whom time has largely forgot-
ten. 

 

This CD is the culmination of 
our first sweep of Societies. 
We know there is much more 
out there and we intent to 
continue with the project in-
definitely. Further editions of 
the CD will be prepared from 
time to time. In the meantime 
readers can keep abreast of 
developments on the joint 
website www.hiddengems.eu. 

 

 

Hidden Gems and Forgotten People 

Important Reminder for our Review 

We have been unable as yet to 
publish our current Annual His-
tory Review. This publication is 
an integral part of our commu-
nication link with the members, 
so it is essential that we publish 
it. We are asking you for articles 

from your group. These 
should be of historical inter-
est and preferably of a local 
nature. Articles should be 
between 600 – 800 words 
and accompanied if possible 
by a photo/s. A report on a 

significant local history event 
would also be suitable. Please 
send articles by e-mail to 
fbtaaffe@indigo.ie  .  These 
should be sent before end of 
August 2010.  
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In a unique trip local histori-
ans representing the Federa-
tion for Ulster Local Studies 
and the Federation of Local 
History Societies joined 
forces in a visit to Belgium 
and the European Parlia-
ment. There has been a close 
relationship between the two 
federations for many years 
and a major objective has 
always been to promote  
interaction, sharing and co-
operation at all levels in the 
organisations.  
 
The visit to the Parliament 
had been arranged by Marie 
Quinn in the European Par-
liament office in Dublin 
through the Visits and Semi-
nars unit of the European 
Directorate of Communica-
tions. A total of forty eight 
people, twenty four from the 
North and twenty four from 
the South made up the visit-
ing group. The southern 
group were sponsored by 
Liam Aylward, MEP and the 
Ulster group by Jim Nichol-
son, MEP. The southern 
group of local historian was 
led by Larry Breen from 
Naas, Co Kildare, and the 
Ulster historians by John 
Dooher from Strabane, 
Co.Tyrone. There were par-
ticipants from all over Ire-
land with representation 
from Counties Kildare, 
Laois, Kilkenny, Dublin, 
Westmeath, Mayo, Louth, 
Derry, Fermanagh, Antrim, 
Down and Tyrone. 
 
The three day intensive pro-
gramme experienced by the 
group had been organised by 
the Institute for Ireland in 
Europe, more commonly 
referred to as “The Irish Col-
lege” whose headquarters 
are in Leuven. This was co-
ordinated through the current 
director general of the Insti-
tute, Caroline Nash, ably 
assisted by the previous di-

rector Malachy Vallely who 
continues to work on special 
projects in the college.  
 
The group take the opportu-
nity to thank the Institute for 
the trojan work they did to 
make the visit such a success 
and special thanks to the 
Irish staff of Niamh 
Kavanagh, Laura Whelan 
and Raymond Walsh.  
 
The College, situated in the 
beautiful University town of 
Leuven, was home for the 
visitors during their stay and 
had itself played a role in the 
course of Irish history. At 
the instigation of King Philip 
III of Spain, the college was 
established as the Irish Fran-
ciscan College of St. Francis 
of Padua in 1607. The foun-
der Florence Conry (1560-
1629) was a man of many 
parts whose influence on 
Irish affairs extended 
throughout Europe.  
 
That year heralded another 
key event in Irish History, 
namely the Flight of the 
Earls, in which Leuven 
played a part. The college 
provided a temporary home 
for Hugh O’Neill and Rory 
O’Donnell on their way to 
Rome. It also formed a cru-
cial chapter in the intellec-
tual history of Ireland. A 
colossal programme of col-
lecting material relating to 
the history of Ireland re-
sulted in the “Annals of the 
Four Masters”, a history of 
Ireland from the biblical 
flood to 1616 AD. The first 
printed text used in Ireland 
was developed in the college 
and the first Irish dictionary 
and grammar were published 
there also.  
 
The Institute currently en-
gages in a wide range of 
educational activities across 
Europe. A key factor in its 

activities has been the facili-
tating role it has played in 
North/South relations and it 
maintains equally good rela-
tions with Dublin as it does 
with Belfast. An important 
part of its work is to serve as 
a bridge between the two. 
 
On arrival at the College the 
group were treated to a wel-
come cup of tea/coffee and 
then given an overview of 
the Institute by Malachy 
Vallely. Malachy traced the 
history of the establishment 
from its beginnings as a 
Franciscan Monastery 
through its varied history to 
its present day use as an im-
portant educational link be-
tween Ireland and the rest of 
Europe.  
 
After lunch the visitors en-
joyed a guided walking tour 
of the town with its many 
historical highlights. With 
the demise of its flourishing 
cloth trade, Leuven had a 
resurgence with the univer-
sity founded in 1425. The 
tour included the finely 
sculptured Town Hall and 
St. Peter’s Church with its 
magnificent interior in which 
hangs the famous “Last Sup-
per” by Dirk Bouts, both 
being examples of flamboy-
ant Gothic Architecture at its 
best. Also visited were the 
Cloth Hall, many other 
churches, the 13th Century 
“Beguinage” complex with 
its cobbled streets and fasci-
nating 17th Century houses.  
 
The Baroque style abounds 
in Leuven from St. Mi-
chael’s Church to the unri-
valled stucco of Park Abbey. 
An interesting church in the 
town, St-Antoninskapel, 
Sanctuary of St Joseph, con-
tains the mortal remains of 
the Leper Priest, Fr. Damian 
who is remembered for his 
heroic work with the lepers 
on the island of Molokai.  
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then time to visit the cemeteries that 
surround the Town.  
 
In the Ieper area there are numerous 
war cemeteries from different nations. 
A large number are British. One of the 
largest and most impressive is the Tyne 
Cot cemetery and the biggest WW II 
cemetery in the world. It was a sad but 
special moment to stand and see so 
many white headstones circle the huge 
graveyard. The cemetery is situated to 
the south of the village of Passendale, 
the scene of one of the major battles in 
the area. A unique feature is the “Cross 
of Sacrifice” that was erected above a 
German Bunker that was taken by the 
Allies in 1917 with great loss of life. 
The most important German war ceme-
tery is in the village of Vladslo, north of 
Ieper.  
 
The group then visited Sanctuary Wood 
and a fascinating trip to Hill 62 to see 
the last remaining WWI trenches left as 
they were over ninety years ago. It was 
here that Canadian soldiers held out 
against the German onslaught. The area 
is full of old gas bombs, shells and all 
sorts of WW I materials used in the 
battle. Nearby is the memorial to the 
Irish poet, Francis Ledwidge, killed 
aged 29 on the battlefield at Boesinghe 
on July 31st 1917 while serving with the 
Battalion of the Irish Regiment the 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers.  
 
The last port of call before heading back 
to Ieper was to see the “Island of Irish 
Peace Park” at Messines. This tranquil 
and peaceful park is dominated by an 
Irish Round Tower built with stone taken 
from an old disused workhouse back in 
Ireland. The memorial site is dedicated to 
the soldiers of Ireland of all political and 
religious beliefs, who died, were wounded 
or missing in the great war. Irishmen and 
women served with the armies of Austra-
lia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand, South 
Africa and the US.  
 
After dinner the day ended with a return 
to the Menin gate to hear the “Last Post 
and Reveille”. Every night at 8.00 pm a 
moving ceremony takes place when mem-
bers of the local Fire Brigade sound the 
last post at the gate. With the exception of 
the four years of German occupation dur-
ing WWII the ceremony has been taken 
place every night since 1929. 
 
Wednesday, 14th April was another spe-
cial occasion with a journey to Brussels 
and a visit to the European Parliament. 
The group were welcomed on arrival by 
Gergely Polner, a member of the Parlia-
ment staff, who gave a very interesting 
and informative presentation on the work-
ings of the European Parliament. This 
encouraged many interesting questions  

On Tuesday, 13th April the group 
headed to West Flanders to visit the 
battlefields of the great war 1914-18. 
The first stop was the ancient town 
of Ypres (Ieper), the scene of some 
of the bloodiest fighting in Belgium. 
As one stood in the main square and 
surveyed the ornate buildings around 
it, it was hard to believe that the 
whole area was razed to the ground 
during the war and completely re-
built.  
 
Led by an excellent guide, Raoul, the 
group visited the Gigantic Cloth hall 
overlooking the Market Square. The 
building in the past was used as a 
covered market hall for the Town’s 
famous cloth on which the success of 
the city’s economy was based. The 
Cloth hall houses inside the 
“Flanders Fields Museum”. St Mar-
tins Cathedral, destroyed during the 
war, was a magnificent sight and 
more than justified its rebuilding in 
its original medieval style.  
 
A visit to the Menin Gate, rebuilt as 
a British War memorial, was a must 
see and did not disappoint the visi-
tors. Rebuilt in 1923-27 in neoclassi-
cal style it contains under the roof 
and against the walls of the monu-
ment the names of 54,986 British 
and Commonwealth soldiers. It was 
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from the visitors. Following 
this the group were welcomed 
by their sponsors namely Liam 
Aylward MEP and Jim Nichol-
son MEP. Also present to add 
their welcome were two other 
Irish MEP’s, Nessa Childers 
and Mairead McGuinness.  

The Irish group were then 
privileged to be invited to a 
special memorial service to 
remember the Polish diplo-
mats and their colleagues 
who had died in the tragic 
air crash. It was a sad, 
poignant and historic mo-
ment for the group to share 
in the grief of the Polish 
people.  
 
Leaving the Parliament the 
group were on their way to 
see the Medieval City of 
Bruges. The City proved to 
be a real gem and captivated 
all concerned. An unspoilt 
town, with winding streets, 
picturesque canals, magnifi-
cent churches and many fine 
buildings. A guided tour of 
the town proved most inter-
esting and informative by an 
excellent guide named Bene-
dict. Afterwards some peo-

ple chose to see the town by 
boat, some by bus, some by 
horse drawn carriage and 
others by foot. Whatever the 
mode of transport all were 
overwhelmed by its charm 
and beauty.  
 
One interesting Irish connec-
tion is the story of “The 
Mantle of St. Bridget”. This 
relic of great antiquity is to 
be found preserved in the 
Cathedral of St.Sauveur. The 
cloth is reputed to be part of 
St. Bridget’s Cloak and was 
given to the city by Princess 
Gunhild, a sister of King 
Harold of England, after she 
took refuge there in 1066. A 
truly fascinating story and a 
must for any Irish visitor to 
Bruges. 
 
That should have been the 
final chapter in a memorable 
trip by the two federations 
but another story was about 
to unfold. Next day the 
European airspace was 
closed as a result of the vol-
canic eruption in Iceland and 
the group found themselves 
stranded. It was at this criti-
cal stage that the “Irish Col-

lege” came to the rescue and 
welcomed the group back to 
the Institute. It would have 
been unimaginable what the 
stranded group would have 
done without the help and 
hospitality of the college and 
the staff. The group owe a 
great debt of gratitude to all 
at the Irish College for all 
their care and attention dur-
ing what was a worrying 
time.  
 
However it is an ill wind that 
does not blow some good 
and this was no exception. 
The weather turned out to be 
good and the extra days al-
lowed the historians to fur-
ther explore Leuven and 
visit Brussels, Ghent, Bruges 
and Antwerp. 
 
In the face of adversity great 
camaraderie developed be-
tween everybody. This al-
lowed members from both 
north and south of the border 
to really get to know each 
other and many long-lasting 
friendships were formed.  
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Dr. Patrick Goeghegan, Joe Whelan, Larry Breen, Fr. Sean Doherty,  

Padraig Laffan and Martine Griffin.at our AGM in Moate 



Historians from North and 
South will visit Naas Co. Kil-
dare on Sat. 3rd. July for this 
year’s joint event. The day will 
include a civic reception in the 
Town Hall, formally the “old 
Jail of 1798”, a guided histori-
cal tour of the town’s most 
interesting sites including ,the 
North Moat, the Abbey Grave-
yard, the Canal Harbour, the 
Courthouse and St. David’s 
Castle and St. David’s Church. 
Dinner will be in the famous 
“Lawlors Hotel” once owned by 
local catering  legend Mrs. 
Lawlor. The afternoon will see 
the group visit “Palmerstown 
House, one of Irelands Fa-
mous Big Houses and ances-
tral home of Richard Southwell 

Bourke, 6th. Earl of Mayo, Vice-
roy of India and known locally 
with affection as the “Pickled 
Earl”. Time permitting there 
will be a tour of the Curragh 
Plains and the day will con-
clude with some refreshments 
in Kildare Town. Further de-
tails will follow with a detailed 
circular and return slip to all 
members.  

Naas Town Hall 

Sligo. The Diploma introduces students to 
the study of Archaeology and provides them 
with an in-depth knowledge of the discipline 
and an opportunity to explore its particular 
themes and concepts from a variety of view-
points and perspectives.   
 
This Diploma is offered on a part-time basis 
one evening per week and runs over a two 
year period, at the end of which students will 
receive a Diploma in Archaeology. Topics 
covered over the two years include The Ar-
chaeology of Prehistoric Ireland (Year 1) and 
Historic Landscapes (Year 2).  
 

The Adult & Continuing Education Office 
at NUI Galway are offering an exciting part
-time Diploma in Archaeology which will 
run from September 2010. This Diploma 
programme is of particular interest to first 
and second level teachers and others 
interested in the contribution of archae-
ology to education, local studies, heritage 
studies and tourism.   
 
The Diploma in Archaeology is also being 
offered at Roscommon Community Col-
lege as part of NUI Galway’s Outreach 
Programme and in St. Angela’s College, 

Applications for the programme are 
currently being accepted. Prospec-
tive students are asked to contact 
the Adult & Continuing Education 
Office at tel: (091) 495845 or email: 
adulteducation@nuigalway.ie for 
further information or to request a 
brochure.  
 
Programme website: 
www.nuigalway.ie/
adulteducation. 

Joint North- South Event  

NUI Galway Offers a Diploma in Archaeology 

Federation A.G.M. 

such works as The Irish Act of 
Union, Robert Emmet: A Life 
and King Dan: The Rise of 
Daniel O’Connell 1775—1829. 
He is currently working on 
volume two of his  O’Connell 
biography, and is co-presenter 
of Talking History on Newstalk 
Radio. 

 

At 11.45 by the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, which includds a 
presentation by our Chairman 

on the “Hidden Gems and 
Forgotten People” project, as 
well as Society Spake. After 
lunch we will then be taken on 
a tour of Moate by Fr. Jim 
Murray. 

 

Our thanks are due to Moate 
Historical Society, and in par-
ticular to Martina Griffin, for all 
their work in organizing this 
event. 

The Federation visited Moate 
on Saturday 22nd May. The 
venue is the Grand Hotel, 
Moate, with registration from 
10—10.20, followed by the 
welcome to Moate by Joe Whe-
lan, M.C.C. 

 

This was followed by the key-
note address by Dr. Patrick 
Geoghegan (T.C.D.) entitled 
‘King Dan (Daniel O’Connell). 
Dr. Geoghegan is the author of 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Have you an event, 

publication of exhibition 

you want mentioned in the 

newsletter? Email details to 

Kieran.hoare@nuigalway.ie 
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Our Trip to Belguim in Photographs 

 
Larry Breen, Malachy Vallely(Irish College), Helin Rankin

(North) in Garden of Irish College, Louvain 

 
Hill 62 and WW1 trenches at Sanctuary Wood in Flanders 

 
Tyne Cot Cemetery Ieper West Flanders  

MEP's at Parliament.  Nessa Childers, Jim Nicholson (North), 
Liam Aylward, and Mairead McGuiness. 

 
Group in Irish College Leuven  

“Menin Gate" in Ieper Flanders 



 
Our A.G.M. in Photographs 

 
Sile na Gig on Castle Wall, Moate 

 
Fr. Jim Murray, Moate Historical Society  

guiding the walking tour. 

 
Group at the castle Wall , Moate, on walking tour 

 
Audience in Grand Hotel Moate at AGM 

 
Larry making presentation to  

Dr. Partick Geoghegan at AGM 

 
Photo AGM.  Group outside the Courthouse in Moate 



chives for the island of Ire-
land and their appropriate 
use in historical research. It 
surveys historians’ study of 
the business and accounting 
fields. It also includes a list 
of accounting and corporate 
governance archives held in 
the National Archives of 
Ireland and the Public Re-
cord Office of Northern Ire-
land. 

 

The sixth Galway Conference 
on Colonialism is on in NUI 
Galway from the 24th—26th 
June, on Education and Em-
pire. Speakers include John 
Coolahan, Sanjay Seth and 
Guari Viswwanathan. En-
quires to educationandem-
pire@nuigalway.ie. 

Just published by Four 
Courts Press, Ciaran and 
Margaret O hOgartaigh’s 
Business Archival Sources 
for the Local Historian pro-
vides a practical guide to 
collections of business ar-

The Perry Byrne Summer 
School is on at the Christian 
Brothers School, Wexford 
Street, Gorey, entitled En-
twined Histories II: Ireland, 
France and America. En-
quires to mat-
thew.stout@spd.dcu.ie. 

 

The Forum for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies in Ire-
land is a virtual community 
of scholars who are located 
throughout Ireland. An asso-
ciated peer-reviewed elec-
tronic journal (Oenach: 
JFMRSI) and associated 
review section (Oenach: The 
JFMRSI Reviews) will build 
on  Forum discussion. Visit 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/ 

 

Secretary : Dermot Ryan 
Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, 
Cork 

Phone: 021 4772729 

Federation of Local 
History Societies of 
Ireland 

 

Contributions highlighting the activities of our mem-
ber societies are always welcome. Any events, out-
ings, publications or activities you would like men-
tioned in the newsletter please forward to 
Kieran.hoare@nuigalway.ie  

Publications and Conferences 

We’re on the web 
www.localhistory.ie 


