
Issue Number 4 December 2012

Joint Seminar at Inniskeen, Co. Monaghan
Our seminar entitled “Local History Ireland” attracted a large audience 
of eighty delegates from seventeen counties across the whole island and 
was a great success. Prof. Ray Gillespie, N.U.I., Maynooth, delivered a 
memorable keynote address and there were also excellent presentations 
from Roddy Hegarty FULS, Dr. Ida Milne Celbridge and Eamon Thornton 
Drogheda. 
The focal point of the day was the launch of the new Hidden Gems & 
Forgotten People leafl et which was performed by Irish Times Journalist, 
Frank McNally. This was after a presentation on the Hidden Gems & 
Forgotten People Project was delivered by Larry Breen FLHS and Pat 
Devlin FULS. Six local history societies also shared one of their own 
Hidden Gems & Forgotten People contributions with the audience. 

Hidden Gems & Forgotten People
Following on from the seminar we consider this project to be of major 
importance to the Federation and its members. We have ambitious plans 
now in operation to have the new leafl et together with a promotional 
poster displayed in all the branch libraries in the country. We need your 
help as members to drive forward with the campaign by participating 
yourselves and help lead the way for others. 
We would ask you to make this an integral part of your 2013 local 
programmes.

Publications
Members will by now have received copies of the 2012 Local History 
Review and we hope you enjoy reading it. We have extended it and 
have tried to maintain a balance of history articles, news, views, events 
supported by interesting black & white and colour illustrations. 
The New Year is fast approaching so we will welcome any articles that 
you may wish to be considered for the next edition anytime. 
Note: We believe the Local History Reviews are well worth having and so 
we plan to offer for sale some past editions that we still have available. 
These are 2003, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2011 and will include 2012 in the 
New Year. Details will be posted soon on the Federation website www.
localhistory.ie 

Welcome to New Members
In the recent past we have had some new members and also some old 
friends return.
New Members: Mungret Heritage Society, Co. Limerick; Ballinrobe 
Archaeological & Historical Society, Co. Mayo; Annagassan & District 
Historical Society, Co. Louth; Castleconnell & District Historical Society, 
Co. Limerick; Dunleer & District Historical Society, Co Louth. A warm 
word of welcome to you all. 
We also welcome back Waterford Archaeological & Historical Society; 
Sligo Field Club and Laois Heritage Society.

Frank Meehan R.I.P.
The Federation learned 
recently of the sad passing 
of former committee member 
and well known local 
historian, Frank Meehan. 
Through his long life he 
worked to preserve the culture 
and heritage of his beloved 
Laois and in particular of his 
native town of Portlaoise. A 
member of Laois Heritage 
Society and also its Vice-
President, he wrote widely on 
the subject of local history 
through many articles and 
also published four books. 
If ever there was a threat to 
the built heritage, history or 
life of Portlaoise or Co. Laois 
his voice was the fi rst one 
to be heard in its defence. 
Local history is poorer for 
his passing but richer for the 
many contributions he gave 
to Co. Laois. We all salute his 
passing. — Michael Parsons.

Dates for your Diary
Bath Visit: Please note that 
there has been a change in 
the date for the U.K visit 
to Bath. The new dates are 
Monday, April 15 – Friday, 
April, 19, 2013. 
Titanic Visit: This has been 
postponed until the New 
Year.

Annual Subscriptions
The renewal of subscriptions 
is due in January 2013.

Christmas Greeting
The President and Offi cers 
of the Federation wish 
all societies and their 
members every happiness 
for Christmas and the New 
Year. 


