
Newsletter
Website:
We would like to announce the opening of our new website www.
localhistory.ie. After a period of inactivity we are now up and running 
again. The website offers all of us the opportunity to communicate with 
each other much more easily, much quicker and more effectively. We 
would therefore encourage you to make good use of it.

We will include information on all Federation activities including 
events and news. It is important that members are aware of what 
each society is doing so we ask you to send us information on your 
group’s activities. This can include yearly programmes, talks, outings, 
interesting events and any publications you may have. If your society/
group has a website, then send it to us and we will include it on our 
links page.

Feel free to comment on what you think of the website and we welcome 
your comments and suggestions. We look forward to working together 
with all members in the coming year 2012.

Joint FLHS/ FULS meeting:

The first meeting of 2012 was held in Dublin at the National Library 
of Ireland on 23rd. Feb. It was well attended with a total of fifteen 
delegates. It was agreed to circulate the flyer on the York visit and it 
would be on a first come first serve basis. Doreen Mc Bride of the FULS 
updated the meeting on the Belfast/Titanic visit scheduled for July 7th. 
The itinerary for the day was already organised and a brochure would 
be prepared detailing the day’s activities. The Hidden Gems project 
was discussed and it was agreed to make a contribution on the subject 
at the proposed History Convention in June being organised by social 
historian and broadcaster, Turtle Bunbury. Larry Breen would give an 
interview on the subject with News talk 106-108. Pat Devlin reported 
on a promotional leaflet being designed which could be used by both 
Federations to advertise the project. The day ended with a tour of the 
facilities courtesy of the National Library.

Joint Project with the National Library of Ireland.

Both Federations have started a very special project with the National 
Library of Ireland. Working with the NLI our members will catalogue 
the material in two great projects carried out many years ago by the 
both Federations over all the country. The projects were the re-taking 
of 1000 pictures in the Lawrence collection, 100 years after it had first 
been made, and a project called Our Own Place which had more than 
600 modern pictures of contemporary life in Ireland. When all the 
information is in the catalogue, the collection will be digitised and both 
projects will form a substantial and useful on-line resource. 

Festival of History – June 2012
It is planned to hold a country wide History Convention which will 
include local history. This will take place in Lisnavagh, Rathvilly, 
Co. Carlow and is the idea of social historian and broadcaster, 
Turtle Bunbury. It is proposed for the weekend of June 9/10 and 
promises to be something unique and exciting. Further details will 
be circulated when available.

Dates for your Diary- 
2012

Spring Seminar: March 2012
The Spring Seminar will be held in 
Drogheda and will be hosted by the 
Old Drogheda Society. This year the 
seminar will be on the theme of “Oral 
History” and what can be done to help 
promote and preserve this very unique 
and important aspect of our historical 
past. There will be a number of 
distinguished speakers and it is hoped 
to bring together people interested 
or involved in the collection, use and 
preservation of oral history.

Visit to York April 23 — 27, 
2012
The Federation for Ulster Local Studies 
and the Federation of Local History 
Societies will join together to visit York 
city and its hinterland. A very interesting 
programme has been organised 
which will include the historic city of 
York together with visits to the West 
Yorkshire Moors, Whitby on the coast, 
Castle Howard , the Victorian village 
of Soltaire and the Bronte Country. 
This visit will be limited to a max of 
fifty two people, twenty six from each 
Federation. 

Federation A.G.M. Westport, Co. 
Mayo. May 25th. – 27th 2012 
The A.G.M. will be held in Westport 
and will be hosted by the Westport 
Historical Society. It will be a weekend 
event starting on Friday evening and 
continuing over Saturday and Sunday 
morning. The package will include two 
nights B@B and two evening meals. 
There will be an after dinner talk 
on Friday evening, the A.G.M. and 
a historical tour of the town on the 
Saturday and on Sunday there will 
be an organised trip to Ballintubber 
Abbey. Similar to last year the event 
will be open to anyone wishing to come 
for the day on Saturday. 

Titanic Visit to Belfast. Saturday 
July 7th. 2012
To mark the one hundred years 
since the sinking of the Titanic both 
federations will share a visit to the 
Ulster Folk Museum at Cultra and to 
the new Titanic centre in Belfast. There 
will also be an opportunity to have 
lunch in the beautiful City Hall.

For further details ; contact PRO, 
larrybreen8@eircom.net 
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